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Dear Members of HCAC,  
 
It has been a hot, dry summer for sure, but worse than that, club members 
have had a hard time with illnesses,  falls, lost love ones and other things 
that sometimes we do not even want to mention.  This brings me to what I 
believe the fabric of our club is made of, that of a caring and praying group 
of friends that happen to share a love of the automobile, older a nd not so 
old.  For instance, we have prayed and worked with Martieôs mom for a long 
term solution such as an assisted living situation that she would actually 
enjoy.  After being told of all the things that will not work, how long the 
government will take  to set her up on Medicaid, etc., we found a new place 
in San Antonio that worked her in so fast, within three days of the first 
interview, to move in under a pre -medicaid situation and simply work out 
the details.  This is a large chain, but the director took all of us by the hand 
and solved all the questions in one day and qualified her mom.  Thanks for 
the prayers, unless there is a hitch, we move her Thursday, August 27 th .  By 
the way, keep your prayers for continued healing of Lori Moore, our Web 
and K laxon writer as well as others that Jan is so good to keep us informed 
of.  
 
Our September meeting will be at Lady Bird Municipal Park on Sunday, 
September 13 th .  We discussed going to Stonewall, but due to the expected 
continued hot weather, we opted for t he shorter run.  We prepaid for the 
best pavilion for shade and parking area (#3) and it is not far to restrooms.  
Instead of a pot luck lunch, letôs make it an old time picnic and each bring 
our own food in a basket or such.  Some of us will bring the dri nks, cups 
and ice so each of you do not have to worry with that.  Again, this is a great 
time to invite a potential member to see what we are up to so they might 
want to be part of us.  We have picked up several members this summer, 
keep up the good work!  
 
We will have a short board meeting and an assessment of the July 4 th  Car 
Show after our October meeting which will be at Cypress Springs River 
Park.  My thinking on this is that it will be a shorter drive and everyone will 
have the extra time since we wil l be close to home.  If you have any thoughts 
on how the show went, please feel free to join in on that discussion so we 
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can improve each year.  Please try to drive all our old cars when you can 
because, as I was correctly reminded lately, the old cars and  trucks are what 
we love and formed this club around.  They will make these short runs even 
in hot weather if we can just handle it, just take plenty of ice water!   
 
If you havenôt looked at the HCAC web page, please take the time and be 
sure to click on all tabs to see how well the site is working.  Soon they will 
add to the gallery of pictures of vehicles owned by club members so be sure 
they have one good one o f  each of your vehicles.  Be sure to tell Lori by e -
mail or phone which car is yours that was in the car show so she can tag 
them properly on our website.  
 
As mentioned earlier, our next general membership meeting is set for 
September 13 th  and we will meet at the Kerr County Courthouse at 1 -1:15 pm 
and leave for Fredericksburg at 1:30 in a caravan.  If we decide to take a 
different route home for a tour, it will be announced at the meeting.  Hope 
to see all of you there and please consider bringing a potential membe r.  

 

God bless all of you and your families,  
Robert Kluting, President  
 

 

Labor day  is a United States federal holiday observed on the first Monday in September 
(September 7 in 2009). 

The holiday originated in Canada out of labor disputes ("Nine -Hour Movement") first in 
Hamilton, then in Toronto, Canada in the 1870s, which resulted in a Trade Union Act which 
legalized and protected union activity in 1872 in Canada. The parades held in support of the 
Nine-Hour Movement  and the printers' strike led to an annual celebration in Canada. In 1882, 
American labor leader Peter J. McGuire witnessed one of these labor festivals in Toronto. 
Inspired from Canadian events in Toronto, he returned the USA, to New York and organized the 
first American "labor day" on September 5 of the same year. 

The first Labor Day in the United States was celebrated on September 5, 1882 in New York 
City.[1] In the aftermath of the deaths of a number of workers at the hands of the US military  and 
US Marshals during the 1894 Pullman Strike , President Grover Cleveland put reconciliation 
with Labor as a top political priori ty. Fearing further conflict, legislation making Labor Day a 
national holiday was rushed through Congress unanimously and signed into law a mere six days 
after the end of the strike.[2]  Cleveland was also concerned that aligning a US labor holiday with 
existing international May Day celebrations  would stir up negative emotions linked to the 
Haymarket Affair .[3]  All 50 U.S. states have made Labor Day a state holiday.  

Traditionally, Labor Day is celebrated by most Americans as the symbolic end of the summer. 
The holiday is often regarded as a day of rest and parades. Forms of celebration include picnics, 
barbecues, fireworks displays, water sports, and public art events. Families with school-age 
children take it as the last chance to travel before the end of summer recess. Similarly, some 
teenagers and young adults view it as the last weekend for parties before returning to school. 
However, start dates for schools vary widely, beginning as early as July 24 in urban districts 
such as Atlanta, and Miami. In addition, Labor Day marks the beginning of the NFL and college 
football  seasons. The NCAA usually plays their first games the week before Labor Day, with the 
NFL traditionally playing their first game the Thursday following Labor Day.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_J._McGuire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1882
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day#cite_note-labordept-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marshals_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pullman_Strike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grover_Cleveland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day#cite_note-PBS-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Workers%27_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haymarket_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day#cite_note-Slate-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_football
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_football
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Football_League_Kickoff_game
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EVENT  CALENDAR  
 

September 11 - LUNDQUIST 
CHEVROLET HWY 90W,  Castroville , 

Tx,  6 -9 pm, 2nd Friday of Each Month 
Have heard  from  those who have 
attended, it is a great event, especially for  
the family.  

September 12 ï 1
st
 Annual Center Point 

Show and Shine benefiting the Center 

Point Historical Society.  Show will be 

held at Center Point Historical Park, 

Center Point, Tx, 10 am ï 5 pm  

(see flyer ï CP Show & Shine 

Registration Form  or  Hill Country Auto 

Club website)  

September 12 - Early Bird Cruise 

In (Dare to Be Different) 8 am to 11 am  

Fischers Store/McDonalds 7765 US Hwy 

281 N, Spring Branch, Tx 

(see flyer - South Texas Car Club website 

or - Hill Country Auto Club website ) 

September 12 - Lake Area  Rods & 

Classics 4th Annual Car Show, Hamilton 

Creek Park, 

Burnet, Tx.  

(see flyer - South Texas Car Club website 

or - Hill Country Auto Club website ) 

September 13 ï Tour to Fredericksburg, 

Meeting & Picnic at Lady Bird Municipal 

Park .  Car tour meeting at the Kerr 

Country Court at 1-1:15 pm and leaving 

for Fredericksburg at 1:30 pm with 

estimated arrival at Park around 2:30 

pm.  Any tour returning to Kerrville from 

there would be arranged and announced 

at the end of the meeting.  

September 19 - Bass Pro Shop Outdoor 

World At "The Rim" Shopping Center , 

I-10 Exit 555, NW San Antonio Tx, 6-10 

pm, 3rd Saturday of each Month, Food - 

Music, Call Tom Bader 210 685 1612 (Great 

Fun & Lots of good visiting)

 

September 19 - Pontiac Club Classic Car  

Show Central Park, Seguin, Tx,  Frank or 

Penny  830 -386 -0338, 830 -305 -0084  

September 26 - 2nd Annual Alzafar Car 

Show,  Alzafar Shrine Temple Grounds,  

901 N. Loop 1604 West, San Antonio, Tx 
830 -634 -2689, 830 -285 -7371  

(see flyer - South Texas Car Club website 

or - Hill Country Auto Club website ) 

September 27 - 19th Annual Classy 

Chassis Open Car Show 

Hwy. 16 at Floore Rd, Helotes, Tx 

(see flyer - South Texas Car Club website 

or - Hill Country Auto Club website) 

September 27 - San Antonio Rodders 

Annual Custom Car Show,  

Comanche Park No. 2, 2600 Rigsby Ave. 

San Antonio, Tx 

(see flyer - South Texas Car Club website 

or - Hill Country Auto Club website ) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Excerpt from Sept 3 2009 ï Kerrville Daily Times:   

 

CENTER POINT HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOSTS 

CAR SHOW 

 

CENTER POINT ï The Center Point Show and Shine 

Car Show is set for Sept. 12 at the new Center Point 

Historical Park on Texas 480.  

Admission to the event is free 

The show will feature pre-1970s hot rods, custom cars, 

trucks and motorcycles.  All proceeds will benefit the 

Center Point Historical Society. 

Registration will open at 9 am with awards presented 

at 3:30 pm.   

Custom dash plaques will be given to each entry. 

For further information, call Chris Shuler at  

210-867-7165 

CP%20ENTRY%20FORM.pdf
CP%20ENTRY%20FORM.pdf
CP%20ENTRY%20FORM.pdf
early%20bird%20cruise%20WEBSITE.jpg
early%20bird%20cruise%20WEBSITE.jpg
burnet%2009.jpg
burnet%2009.jpg
alzafar09.jpg
alzafar09.jpg
helotes09.jpg
helotes09.jpg
rodders%2009.jpg
rodders%2009.jpg


 4 

 

 

We have received many requests  

for a copy of the opening  

of our 4
th

 of July Car Show  

written by Herb Gerken  

and read by Robert Kluting.  

 

I have printed it in the Klaxon  

for those who would like a copy  

and also for safe keeping.  
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Today we celebrate  

The Birth  
of our great Nation.  
I hope all of us can 

appreciate  
the sacrifice  

of our brilliant 
forefathers  

and  
the many people of 

following generations  
who have fought and died  

for our freedom.  
To gain and  maintain our 

freedom  
we had to fight for it.  

We must remain vigilant  
to keep our freedom.  

Let us have a moment of 
silence  

to honor those  
that sacrificed  

for us.  
 

Remember:   FREEDOM IS NOT 
FREE!!  
    

Herb  Gerk en 

~~~~~~~~~  

 

 A Vintage Recipe 
  

                Toffee Rice Pudding 
 

Ingredients:  
3 cups milk  

3 cups cooked rice 
1/2 cup Domino® or C&H® Pure Cane 

Dark Brown Sugar  
3 tablespoons butter 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/4 cup English toffee bits or almond 

brickle chips  
1/2 cup whipped topping  

Directions: 
In a large saucepan, combine the milk, 

rice, brown sugar, butter and salt;  

bring to a boil over medium heat.  
Cook for 15 minutes or until thick and 

creamy, stirring occasionally.  
Remove from the heat; stir in vanilla. 

Cool. 

Spoon half of the pudding into dessert 
dishes.  

Add the toffee bits.  
Refrigerate until serving.  

Top with whipped topping.  
Yield: 7 servings. Carol T.  
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I DIDN«T KNOW I COULDN«T 
 
My First Car. . .  
       By Herb  
                  Gerken  

 

The title is a reflection of the task in 
relation to the resources. 
 
I grew up in a rural setting surrounded 
by farms, hardly a setting for a budding 
ñhot rodderò.  My connection to hot rods 
was buying ñHot Rod Magazineò and 
reading it cover to cover.  Plus, I 
inherited a natural mechanical talent 
and curiosity from my Tractor 
mechanic Dad.  These, with 
youthful enthusiasm and desire, 
helped me build my first car.  
 
I found a 1940 Ford 2 door 
sedan that had been 
previously hot rodded.  The 
owner was drafted into the 
Army.  He removed and sold 
the Pontiac engine that he 
had installed in it.  I bought the car 
without an engine.  I had a dropped 
front axle and an uncompleted front end 
customizing.   I paid $40.00 for the car.  
 
I bought a ô49 Oldsmobile Rocket V8 
from  a junkyard for $65.00.  A friend 
and I decided to ñoverhaulò this engine 
against the good advice of my Dad.  We 
almost did more harm than good, but 
Dad came to the rescue.  When we 
installed the pistons and rods we nicked 
the crankshaft, causing damage to a new 
rod bearing.  Dad, having many years 
experience and knowledge caught this 
and fixed it, preventing a catastrophe. 
Dad was not a full time participant but 
his curiosity, and knowing how teenage 
boys can screw things up, brought him 
by just enough to prevent catastrophe.  
 

There was another person that was a 
great help.  My Uncle was our neighbor 
and was kind enough to let me use his 
garage to do this work.  We had no 
facilities at our place.  He wanted to see 
how I was going to install an Oldsmobile 
engine in a Ford.  That is not supposed 
to fit.  A teenage neighbor boy came by 
frequently to tell me that his Daddy said 
that ñainôt gonna workò.  The job was 
done in the evenings after my summer 
job. 
 
I ordered adaptors from ñHonest 
Charley Speed Shopò to mate the engine 
to the transmission.  This job was done 
with tools that would fit in a small tackle 

box.  No way could I do this 
today. 
 
The first trial run for the car 
came late at night, being 
anxious to hear it run.  The 
throttle was a wire through 
the firewall.  The oil 
pressure gauge was my 
friendôs thumb over the oil 

line after we saw oil flow.   
 
No exhaust system yet.  My brother 
drove the push car, ñDadôsò.  That was 
also the light supply as the car didnôt 
have working lights yet.  The whole 
countryside knew when I had it running.  
 
I was able to get the car drivable and 
pass inspection, but ran out of money to 
really complete it.  The car was ugly but 
I still enjoyed it.  
 
I got a lot of practice repairing broken 
transmissions.  I ended up  
wrecking it within a year.  
 
That is another story  
in itself.   
 
The year was 1960. 
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BOUNCE-A-LONG 

 

 
All this time you've just been 
putting Bounce in the dryer. It 
will chase ants away when you 

lay a sheet near them. It also 
repels mice. 

Spread sheets around foundation 
areas, or in trailers, or cars that 

are sitting and it keeps mice from 
entering your vehicle.  

 
 

SEPTEMBER IS THE  
END OF³³.. 

BUT THE  
BEGINNING OF³³.. 

 
Tell a friend  

About the  
Hill country auto club  

And invite them to  
. . . . 

      
 

 

 

                                          Friday nights at  
                                         Culverõs for Fun,  

                                          Food, & Cars 

 

 

 

Hill Country Automobile  

Club, Inc  

~A Non P rofit Organization ~ 

~~~~~~~~~  

Officers and Contact 

Information  

 

President ï Robert Kluting 

rmkluting@hctc.net  

Vice President ï Herb Gerken 

hckk@ktc.com 

Secretary ï Position Open 

jaquayjj@windstream.net 

Treasurer ï Ed Jackson 

ejackson29@yahoo.com 

Editor ïLori Moore  

emo@ktc.com 

Webmaster ï Paige Silva 

 

Hill Country Automobile Club 

P O Box   293002                

Kerrville, TX 78029 

 

www.hillcountryautoclub.com 

www.hillcountryautomobileclub.com 

 

The Hill Country Automobile Club meets 

monthly as announced in the Klaxon and on 

the web site. 
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http://www.hillcountryautomobileclub.com/

