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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Robert Kluting

Dear Members of HCAC

| would like to wish everyone a
Happy and Prosperous New Year. As
we start 2009, | look forward to
another successful year for our car
club. As your president,do want to
thank each of you who continue to
make things happen, like our very
successfululy car show; sow up for
cruises regularclub meetings and do
not be bashful, ask there is
something you could helthe club
with. | challenge each member to
make a list of ideas that would help
the club overall and get the lists to me
(either by email or US mail)I will
categorize the ideas and bring them
first to the board, then to the general
membership. ldeas though, need to
be carried out, so my nexap of the
challenge is to consider backing up
your ideas with offers of action. If
you would rather not lead, h afined s
just be part of the team.

This is the month that ounew our
board of directorsake their places

Unfortunately, we are short a couple
of membersmost notably a person to
serve as Secretary. This job is not
reserved foonly a woman, just
someone who is-mail savvy and is
able to communicate with the
President on a regular basis by phone
andor e-mai. Thenominating
committee is still looking for a
replacement

The board iseddiningthes ecr et ar y 0
job with ameeting of the officers
involved

Mark your calendar foFebruary8th

for the next regular membership

meeting Bring a guesbr possiblya
potentialnewmember along. We will

meet at Buzzyobds BBQ (
Schreiner & Lemos streets) for lunch;
followed by our business meeting.

Afterward we will take a back road
tour through Tierra Linda, Morris Ranch
and then back to Kerrville.

God bkss each of yo& your family,
Robert Kluting, President.
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January 9th - HCAC Executive
Board Meetingat Cul ver 0s

January 11th d Club meeting at
the Ri o Robl esd
center. Join uscenter for a
potluck followed by a regular
club meeting.

January 16 " 8 18" - 35th Annual
Custom Car & Hot Rod Show
Palmer Events Center, Barton
Springs & S. Congress, Austin,
Texas. For more inf ormation see
http://www.austinautoshow.com

January 24 " 3 25" - Central
Texas Motorsports Expo , Little
River Dragway , & Texas
Scooter Times are teaming up to
RihQN @ Racgrs Swap Meet at the
Killeen Special Events Center,
located on W. S. Young, just
south of Hwy 190. The 50,000
plus square foot building will

host a Racers Swap Meet along
with an

Antique, Custom, & Touring
Motorcycle Show and Motorcycle
Swap Meet with Show Cars and
Race Car Displays also. Check
out

http://www.texasscooter.com

for more details as we get closer
to "SWAP MEET TIME!'"
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~Reminder~
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S COMING'SDON .S
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Hint:

What goes round
And round and



http://www.austinautoshow.com/
../../Pictures/KLAXON/pearsall08.jpg

WHAT ABOUT THE
CAR?

YEAR??7?

MAKE?7?7?

MODEL???

CAN ANYONE IDENTIFY THIS PHOTO?




Features

THE BEGINNING OF MEL $ CARS

By JoAnn Heck

When Mel was about 16 years|old and on his own working, he
saved up enough to buy his first car.; It was a used 1928 Model A Ford
Coupe that he bought for $55. He drove that car to & from work, and to
many dances. But when he left for the Navy, he left it with his family on
their farm at Gettysburg, S.D. During that time his father often used it
for errands and chores. One day while gathering straw for bedding in
the chicken house, and too near the straw stack, the heat of the exhaust
pipe caused a fire . Not only didit burn up the straw stack but also Mel's
car.

When Melwas discharged from the Navy and comin g home to no
wheels, he shopped around and finally found a used car. ~ As some of us
may remember, cars were hard to find in the late 40's.  He bought this
neat green 1941 Ford 5 passenger coupe for $850. It wasn't long after he
bought it, he discovered under th e pretty green was a lot of rust. It was
then he discovered this car came out of Chicago, where rusted -out cars
were the norm. It wasn't until his brother using it to bring in a newborn
calf from the pasture by putting it in the trunk , it fell through . It was then
he realized how bad the rust really was. It was downhill from then on.

He was determined not to invest in any thing more to try and fix it
up as it would only be a waste of money. Somewhere down the line the
passenger window got broken out . Not wanting to spend any money
getting a new one, an old army blanket served as the new window.

| remember many times riding in it in a rain storm, with that
blanket on the window, wedged in the door. It even got a little chilly in




